
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Reasons to Join AWIS Palo Alto 
  
As an AWIS member you can: 
* Network! Receive support from other women in science in 
several ways:  
    1- online through awis.org (search for contacts by discipline, 
geographic area, or employment sector)  
    2- online in our LinkedIn group only for members 
    3- in person at our monthly meetings 
    4- at our fun fall picnic -- free admission for members and 
their families 
* Attend our monthly chapter meetings for a discounted rate 
* Connect with an online mentor free through Mentornet.net, a 
convenient matching service founded by one of our own chapter 
members 
* Problem-solve with others who have been where you are now 
* Develop leadership skills to advance your career. You must be 
a member to be on the board and to borrow career books from 
our dedicated library. 
* Project a voice with impact on national issues like science 
education 
* Promote opportunities for women in science 
* Exercise your commitment to foster the next generation of 
women in science 
* Recognize and hear from distinguished women in science  
    
AWIS Palo Alto is a local nonprofit organization affiliated with 
National Association for Women in Science and AAAS. Your 
membership supports our committee work (Scholarship, 
Outreach, Mentoring, Newsletter) and our programs (chapter 
meetings, awards banquet, workshops, etc.).  
    
Our goal is to double the number of members this year. To join, 
please see http://www.awis.org/about/join.html.  For more 
information, please visit our chapter website at www.pa-
awis.org, or email awis.pa@gmail.com.   
 
Let AWIS be “a network, a resource, a voice” for you! 
 

A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  W O M E N  I N  S C I E N C E  
P A L O  A L T O  C H A P T E R  
W W W . P A - A W I S . O R G  

P . O .  B O X  2 6 4 1 ,  S O .  S A N  F R A N C I S C O  
C A  9 4 0 8 3 - 2 4 6 1  

PA-AWIS Newsletter 

Fall 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President's Note 
 
Dear AWIS members, 
 
On August 9, 2009, we started the new season with our annual 
summer picnic with a wonderful mixture of experienced AWIS 
volunteers, former board officers, and potential new members.  We 
all enjoyed the nice hot weather, the good food, lots of networking 
time, and the many kids of all ages. 
 
Mid August we brought together the programs committee to plan 
our program for 2009/2010 with exciting talks on science and 
career development topics, and several networking events.  
Welcome to our new programs co-chair Hojeong Kim, and all the 
new volunteers who are going to help organize and host our 
monthly meetings throughout the year. 
 
September started with a planning meeting for our AWIS Palo 
Alto mentoring program at Stanford University.  As in previous 
years we are looking for mentors willing to share their professional 
and personal experience with graduate student protégées (see call 
for mentors article in this issue).  The program kicks off on October 
8 with a talk on the importance of networking. 
 
The dates are set for our first two chapter meetings: September 23, 
2009, with Jo Miller, CEO Women’s Leadership Coaching, 
“Becoming a person of influence”.  October 19, 2009, with Jaleh 
Daie, Ph.D., Managing partner at Aurora Equity and Past 
President of National AWIS. Jaleh will present “Stories of AWIS”.  
 
Last but not least, I would like to encourage our meeting attendees 
to consider becoming a member of AWIS and our Palo Alto 
Chapter. Not only will you enjoy our monthly meetings at half the 
price, you will also have access to our LinkedIn group for 
networking purposes, and be able to attend members only events 
for free. 
 
Looking forward to see you at our upcoming meetings in the new 
season! 
 
Martina Blank 
 
AWIS Palo Alto President 
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Call for Mentors 

Would you like to meet and encourage more women in 
science? You are invited to become a MENTOR to a 
woman graduate student at Stanford University as part 
of the AWIS Palo Alto Mentoring Program. A few hours 
of your time during the year can have a wonderfully 
positive impact on a women scientist early in her career.  

The AWIS Palo Alto Mentoring Program is designed to 
provide support for women pursuing a career in 
science/engineering and has been highly successful since 
the program first started in 1991. We provide an 
environment such that each participating student has 
the opportunity to work closely with a professional 
woman scientist. The one-on-one mentoring pairs are 
created based on similar interests and values in areas 
such as scientific focus, career growth, cultural/ethnic 
background, and work/family goals. We also provide 
opportunities for informal mentoring and networking in 
group forums such as our evening topic events.  

Please download the Mentor Form, fill it out, and return 
it by email (mentoring_awis at yahoo dot com) to the 
Mentoring Committee.  

Please note: the profile forms have changed, so please 
take a moment to fill out a NEW FORM. It won’t take 
long! 

To maintain and expand our program, we recruit 
mentors all year long. We inevitably have more students 
wanting to be protégeés than mentors who volunteer, so 
your participation is very valuable!  

Whether you are a past mentor, are renewing, or signing 
up for the first time, we look forward to seeing you!  

Sincerely,  

The Mentoring Committee  
 

 

 

 

Mentoring Events 

The 2009-10 mentoring season begins in October, with 
mentor-protégé pairings and quarterly evening 
programs. For an overview of the program, please see 
the Mentoring link on the Chapter website.  Click on 
"What We Do".  We invite you to join us!  

All AWIS members are invited to join us at the evening 
events, even if you are not partnered. Please RSVP if 
you intend to come (for catering purposes). Email 
mentoring_awis@yahoo.com  
 
On Thursday October 8, 2009: A talk titled ‘The 
Importance of Mentoring’ will be given by Patricia 
Burchat, Profession of Physics.  This will be the first 
meeting of the academic year. 
 

On November 4, 2009: Myths of the Promotion (10 steps 
to a successful career) will be presented by Dr Elizabeth 
Xu, Vitria Software.  

Meeting Time: 7:00-9:00pm 
Location: Hartley Conference Center, Mitchell Bldg, 
Stanford University 

 

Annual Picnic a Blast! 
 
The 3rd Annual Picnic for our chapter was a lot of fun 
and a great success at Beresford Park in San Mateo on 
Aug 9.  It was a perfect late summer day at the park for 
BBQ, lounging, playing, catching up with old friends 
and meeting new ones. There were about 50+ people 
ranging from members, spouses, children young and old, 
a sprinkling of members from other chapters and a 
couple of potential members.  A bumper crop of twin 
toddlers were in attendance!  Pot-luckers brought lots of 
cold salads, watermelon and ice cream for the warm day. 
 Along with delicious side dishes, ample desserts, cold 
drinks and tons of BBQ chicken, burgers and sausages, it 
made for a beautiful afternoon of non-stop grazing!  This 
annual event is one of the most informal for our chapter 
and a fun way to network and make new friends.  If you 
missed us this year, plan on joining us next summer for 
the Annual Picnic. 
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PA-AWIS Chapter Meetings 
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AWIS Palo Alto Board Members, 2009-2010  

 

President  Martina Blank             martinaublank@yahoo.com 
<martinaublank@yahoo.com> 

Vice-President  Rachel Harte  harterac@yahoo.com  

Secretary  Shibing Wang  shibingw@stanford.edu  

Treasurer  Chitra Chakravarthy  chitra.chakravarthy@gmail.com  

Member-at-large  Ulrike Delling ulrikedelling@hotmail.com 

Mentoring committee chairs  Susan Bernhard                                                 
Jennifer Saltzman  

Lucia Mokres                                

sbawis@yahoo.com                     
saltzmas@stanford.edu  
luciadvm@gmail.com  

mentoring_awis@yahoo.com  

Co-Chair Membership     Pinal Kanabar  
Anita Mehta-Damani 

Nitzan Sternheim 

pkanabar@gmail.com  
amdamani@gmail.com  

Co-Chair Programs  Ashley Fouts  
Hojeong Kim 

ashley_fouts@hotmail.com  
hojeong@gmail.com  

Community Outreach chairs  Katy Kuo Korsmeyer                                      kuokaty@scientist.com            

Industry Outreach Chair  Viji Mahathevan  viji.mahathevan@yahoo.com  

NCC-AWIS representative  Viji Mahathevan  viji.mahathevan@yahoo.com  

Scholarship committee chair  Rachel Harte  
Yun 

Josephine Salcedo  

harterac@yahoo.com 
 

jsalcedo103@hotmail.com  

Newsletter editor  
 

Sudha Khurana   
 

pa_awis.editor@yahoo.com  

Webmistress   Shibing Wang pa_awis.webmistress@yahoo.com  

 Cha pter  due s $ 25 - S tude nt/une mploye d $10 -  Membe rsh ip in  natio na l AW IS  is req uired 

Pick  up an  applicatio n a t a  chapter  mee ting or  visi t ww w .aw is.org 
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